
. NIVELLE'S VICTORY AT

WMtMiammmi 7H;',v4'

At the Verdun front In the left to right Gen.
Mangin, Gen. Nivelle, President Poincare, Gen. Duparge.

General Nivalis bade
WHEN his troop Verdun

December take
post commander chief the

nrmle Franco carried with htm
the estimation the men who had

fought months under his orders
another title the Victor Verdun.

Nivelle who had definitely check-
mated the Crown Prince and set
naught the tremendous efforts made

the Kaiser's force the fort-

ress line.
After tho striking victory Decem-

ber when the line held by the troops
tho republic was pushed forward

practically whero was when the
German drlvo was launched Feb-
ruary last, the now chief the French
armies thus spoke staff:

"The test conclusive; method
has proved sound. Once more has the
Second Army asserted the highest
deRreo moral and material ascen-
dency over the enemy."

What was this method which the
results bespeak highly tho military
valuo? The answer found tho
official and scml-offlcl- al reports the
different phases the French offen-

sive Verdun which, starting toward
the end October, has just been termi-

nated decisive victory. The mili
tary operations which, from October

November first stroke
Incredible fury and swiftness, later
slow, methodical progression,

stored the French the barrier forts
Verdun, ending tno eight months

struggle by full success, hnve the
proportions and tho harmony
work nrt.

This mighty blow which resulted
the recapture the forts Douau
mont and Vaux regarded French
eyes second only the battle
tho Marne, whlefi broke the German
Invading legions the full flush
victory.

The dispositions ordered Gen. Ni-

velle, when becamo commander
tho Second Army with orders break
down the German offensive, could not

better Illustrated thin by tho re-

sults the drlvo undertaken ngalnst
Douaumont Fort. Three divisions took
part tho attack. For days tho French
srtlllery had been pounding the Ger-

man positions, until the chief com-

mander believed that the period
preparation had accomplished pur-

pose. Then gave his orders the
Infantry commanders.

Division, regiment, battalion, com-

pany, each had certain, definite pur-

pose achieve. The general Infantry
attack was fixed for October 11:40

the forenoon. Two distinct objec-

tives were for 'each division. They
were reached fixed time. Ac-

cording the Instructions the men
were advance certain speed, the
curtain Are the big guns keeping
pace with this advance, always Just
forty fifty yards ahead the waves.

When tho morning October
dawned thick fog was settling over tho
Verdun front. Tho aviators were forced

stay their shods. wan scarcely
possible make the artillery
observation posts. the hour for the
attack tho officers charge the
rlons sections this army got out
their compasses, for they know that
they would havo lead their men

tho nttack Just tho captain
llnnr pilots his way through fog

Precisely 11:40 o'clock the gun-

ners opened the barrage flro and
tho attacking waves were launched,
Keeling their way over the shell
ploughed ground, their hips
mini, tho pollus kept their task
and always, splto the fog, the

tain fire that was protect
them from tho German guns and
eninsh down resistance, was there
Just forty fifty yards ahead,
vanning Just tho men advanced,

tho orders Nivelle had Instructed
tlir--

this extraordinary coordina
tion men nnd guns that swept tho
Crown Prince's; army back where
tho Germans stood ronon their drlvo

begun.
During tho month September and
tho first days Octolior seemed

tho buttlu Verdun wos ovor.
longer held first placo tho

communiques. For tho readers: the
Parts newspapers tho army Verdun
bad fullllled mission by having
held bail; thn invader, retaining
that front luiniftisit number
Herman troop.i whlln thn Allies wero
(furring out their plan for general
ouVnslvo lunula. Italy, the

mr ami,- -'
Not for the French General

Staff. The high French oommanders
knew that the German menace
Verdun was still strong.

July tho Crown Prince, ha-
ranguing his troops, said: "Now that
the Allies have begun their great often-slv- o

the Somme, the French figure
that will have release grip

Verdun. They will find that they
deceiving themselves."

Gen. Nivelle realized this during the
months which fighting under
Gen. retain Verdun. Ho knew
along that only strong general
offenslvo tho Verdun front Itself
could tho Germans driven back.
abandoned tho method which had given
local victories tho French both
sides the IMeuse favor scries

coordinated operations covering the
cntlro front the eastern bank tho
rlvor.

Learning through his intelligence
ofllcers that the Crown Prince had
twenty-on- e battalions the first line,
seven support and ten reserve

the Douaumont-Vau- x front. Gen.
Nlvello decided employ against this
force only threo divisions. sent
these divisions behind the lines for
rest. The instructions gave
subordinate commanders were detailed

tho minutest degree. plan
Douaumont Fort was drawn accu-
rately that when tho troops Anally en-
tered the fort each man took automati-
cally tho position which had been as-
signed him Nlvclle's scheme.

"Twenty-seve- n months war,"
wroto Gen. Nlvello October
"eight months fighting Verdun,
have affirmed and confirm every day
the superiority the French soldier
over tho German soldier. Artillery
exceptional power will master tho
emy artillery and open tho road
tho attack. The preparation every
detail perfect, perfect as.passlble."

his final Instructions 'the divis-
ion commanders Gon. Nivelle laid down
the exact lines representing the first
and second objectives the operation

carried out October
ordered rest certain number
minutes between the arrival tho first
objective and the departure for tho
second, this period occupied
consolidating tho ground won.

InHtt'.i arranging for signals
report progress tho troops, their
advance regulated the clock.
Tho instructions the guidance
troops their arrival their primary

secondary objectivo were such that
there was the slightest delay
consolidating the positions, none tho
uncertainty which often enables
enemy deliver successful counter
attack the very moment the attack

celebrating their victory.
Promptly 11:40 the three

visions formed line and started for
their objectives: the Ouyot Ballns
Division rcenforcedby tho Eleventh

try rtegimcnt, from the Haudro- -
mont quarry Douaumont fort, which

was instructed occupy; the Pus-sag- a

Division, from the southesst and
northeast angles Douaumont fort

tho Fontaines ravine; Anally the
Lardcmclle Division, reenforced by the
Thirtieth Infantry, between Fumin
wood and Horgne Valley, front
Vaux fort

Gen. Guyot Ballns his order
the day said:

"To the Division, celebrated
already brilliant exploits the
Yser, hill 304, Vaux-Chapltr- e,

Flcury, falls tho high honor recap-
turing Dounumont fort. Zouaves.
Moroccans, sharpshooters, Senegalese
will valor Inscribe fresh
victory tholr glorious banners."

And Gen. Passaga, stimulating his
troops by appeal their spirit
emulation, Issued this order:

"On left will fighting tho
Division, already renowned;

composed Zouaves, Moroccans and
Algerians, going dlsputo tho
honor capturing Douaumont fort.
Comrades, rcallzo that they
depend nsslst them, open
the gate, slmro their glory."

Thick fog covered tho valleys tho
Mcuso nnd tho series heights tho
troops left tholr lines. Tho officers
marched compass hand, without
hasto, order, over tho muddy, shell
torn ground where care had
taken not slip Into morass
hole. Aviators flying very low over tho
advancing Infantry wero able keep
the commanders Informed tho prog-
ress tho vnrlous organizations.
Telephone service was kept with
tho general headquarters tho Ver-
dun front. Thus Gen. Mangin was able

follow step step tho movements
tho grout uttaclt, which was
Immcdlnto charge. tho minutes,

passed learned that tho first ob-
jective had boon reached, that thn
French losses wore Insignificant, that
tho Germans wero surrendering, thnt
tho position being organized, that

was ready further advance,
that the troops wero again.

About 2:30 tho afternoon tho
wind swept aside tho clouds, tho fog
lifted, nnd from tho observation posts
tho watchers could tho clear

tho French troops climbing tho
slepcs Douaumont, which thoy
reached o'clock. Tho first

was won.
Along the cntlro front messages

victory woro went back. Haudroinont,
tho Damo and Couleuvro ravines,
Thlaumont, tho village Douaumnut,
tho Cullletto wood, Iho Fuusso-t'ot- u

ravlno, Furnln wood, tho l.umloup lut
tery. tho poultlons hotly fought
for throughout eight months, scenea
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VERDUN A MARVEL OF
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Tremendous destructive power of modern artillery shown at Fort de Vaux, Verdun. Front wall blasted away by shell fire,
leaving casemates exposed. Sandbags have been piled up to close the yawning openings in a measure.

a hundred battles, covered with French
German blood, famous forever as

the resting placo of thousands of
heroes, fell Into tho hands of tho
French nt n single stroke.

Gen. Petnln, General in chief of tho
armies of Verdun, with Gen. Nlvello
and Gem Mangin, his subordinates,
was at tho latter's headquarters fol-
lowing every detail of tho gigantic war
movo conceived by them.

Tho assault of the chassours-a-ple- d

up tho slopes of Callletto wood is typi-
cal of tho way in which tho offenslvo
was carried out. In his report of this
phaso of tho action one of the officers,
filled with French pride in the achlovo-me- nt

of his men, writes:
"It Is 11:40, the hour set for the at-

tack. Tho chasseurs aro standing In
line, bayonets Axed. Cnpt. D raises
his csne. Tho Arst wave Is launched,
speeds on, followed swiftly by tho oth-

ers. Tho sight Is magnificent; covered
with mud, the color of that soil of
France which they are defending and
striving to wrest from tho enemy, the
chasseurs, calm and determined, aro
superb. What will they find behind that
crest? How many hidden mitrailleuses
will suddenly shriek and mow down the
attackers? Under what deadly hall of

shells must they soon stand? No
matter. Thoy march as If nn parade.

Tho ground Is difficult to traverse;
It Is like a stormy sen suddenly trans-
formed Into Bolld substance; mud. ex-

ploded shells, corpses. Men sink to
their armpits In tho mud. Their com-

rades, pull them Tho enemy's
flro Is'glns. Too late. Tho waves

press on. .Shells fall nnu ntirsl ijenitul
them. Mullets, whistle out of some
shelters or lioyaux which our guns
havo not tenclmd. Tho "trench sweep
ers' dasli to tho danger point. A row
hand grenades deftly burled and thn
llwlirs throw up their hands with ciles
of 'Kamcrnd!'

"Thunderstruck nt our sudden
unnerved by tho frightful

bombardment, they hand cigar
ettes, cigars, tin cups, helmets, to their
guardians. They havo only one thought

to get out quickly from that hell,
'Verdun's back there,' says a pollu,
'You'll get thorn now.'

"The adviinco goes on slowly.
methodically. Tho batrago shells of
our "fis, dropping u scoin of yards
boforo us, restrain tho nrd'ir of tho Im
patient, Tho smoWn iue e,i ,cs, tho fog
Is thick, wo havo to guide ourselves
by the compass. Wo reach llezll ra-

vine, we clean out tho llerlln trench
prisoners flow In. The chasseurs
cheer as each group is passed back
At 12:3( wo teach tho railway. At
12:38 tho waves of attack aro at the
top of tho northern ctest of thn rivlnc
Tho objective s reached. Tho signal
Is sent hack: 'Otijnctlvn chasseur
reached.' A wild cry of victory surges
above tho rar of thn guns."

Thn Lardrnielht livl"lon eucouuteiv.
furious resistance In Kuiuln wood ami
In thn llttlo Depot, a fortified redoubt
occupied by n battalion covering tho
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road to Vnux fort. Tho operations
carried out on the Vnux sector form
a special chapter In this story of the
battle of Verdun. They will bo dealt
with later. Tho Lardemelln division
was engaged also In tho lighting In
tlu spchir from Ilnudromont to the
Kausse-fot- o ravine, tho Douaumont
fort being tlm centre of tho objective.

On the extreme left wing of tho nd- -
vnnco wns the Eleventh Ileglment,
whoso objective was the Ilnudromont
quarries, not far from the French ad
vanced lino but organized ns a pow
erful defence work, flanked by block
houses nnd Intrenchmcnts. Tho French
troops fought a tcrrlffo battlo with
hand grenades In the Interior of the
great qunrry. Immediately after this
position was occupied the Germans
launched a heavy counter attack,
which broko down.

Thn sharpshooters nnd Zouaves of
tho Guyot do b'allns Division had ' a.s
their llrst objective tho Damo ravlno
In tho Nawo wood, and thn Couleuvro
ravlno as their second. Tho advance
resembled peace mameuvres. Tho time
table was followed exactly, tho pro-
gramme carried out to tho last detail,
and nt 2 o'clock tho pollus wero In
their places organizing tho ground
won. They swept everything before
them, leaping over trenches and
bursting through fortified redoubts,
ready to turn back to verify tho thor-
oughness with which they had cleared
out tho Germans or deal with uny of
tlit enemy troops left behind.

Ono Herman gun company fell back
slowly, stopping every fifty ynrds to
rain shells on their pursuers. French
grenade throweia managed to outflank
thn Gentians and attacked them from
hot!: sides. All the Germans were
killed. Thn gunnel 'k left wrist wns
handcuffed to thn gun.

An officer, with a fraction of his
lompnuy, advanced beyoiut tho ltras
road and came upon four 4 Inch guns
and an S Inch mortar embedded in tho
mud. Not being iililn to ulllizo them,
hu blow them up with hand grenade,
which ho thrust Into their muzzles,

Tho mixed regiment, Zouaves nnd
.Moroccan sharpshooters, carried at a
bound tho defciislvo organizations of
tlm crest stretching from Thlaumont
to tlm vlllagu of Douaumont. Having
tlm task of reaching two uuccctudvo ob-
jectives which seemed to olfer similar
difficulties, the Colonel decided to con-tld- n

each to a battalion, giving the first
olijectivo to thn Moroccans and tho
second tu tho Zouavo battalion. In
spjtn of the difficulties presented by
tho wet. tilnly ground, torn to pieces
by tho bombardment of tho preceding
days, theso troops dashed without h
stop through thn enemy's barrage Aro
and within a few minutes reached und
pawed the first German trenches. Af-
ter occupying tho Thlaumont work
the sharpshooters reached Thlaumont
farm. As they weio organizing this
position they wero Joined by the Zou-
aves, wh'u then udvnuretl against
Dounumont Village und imtaltvd them

selves beyond lte northwestern i these Infantry tegiinAnts. "The Co-- It

was 2:4.1 In the nfternoon. These lonl.ils, l.ke a rising tide, fmibmerged
troops too had carried out the amazing the fort inside which tho struggle was
plan without n hitch. Thlaumont, going on. To thn east was seen the
Douaumont, conquered by tho Invaders battalion of chasseurs climbing tho

'nt such nn enormous cost in slopes of Callletto wood and thn
wero taken back from them In a few
hours.

Dounumont Fort wns yet to 1 won.
High up over tho field of battle, of
which It wae tho contro, tho fort was
the choice morsel, tho king of the hori-
zon. French troops hnd advanced tie.
yond It on tho left. What wns hap
pening on Its right?

On tho right of the Guyot de finlkis i

dlvlsion was tho Passaga division, .

which, advancing beyond the famous
liazll ravine, through which posses tho
Fleury-au- x railroad, had to reach ns
Its tlr objective tho southern bonier
of the C.illlette wood, the Fauiso-Cot- n

Uittnry, nnd on the southern side of thn
Hazll ravlno tho northern nnd eastern

I Ul..t.nu f 1. .
I""','"".,,., ,, .""'V , , , ,

nun i.ti ii.mt III'
September and formed a salient In the
French lines.

Tills llrst objective represented a
great advance, nnd In fact tho Pas-
saga division had thn longest road to
travel In Its task. Moreover, on

of thn existence of thn salient
tho troops were arranged n equerre
in tho trenches. Thn departure itself
was a difficult mameuvre. It had to bn
acompllshed without confusion, and the
various sections of the hattalUn had to
keep at a certain fixed distance apait.
To this was added thn dllll.Miltles due
to thn fog. Hut thn maiueuvrn was
curried out without hesitation.

The advance to the jiecond objective
was designed to bring tho troops to the
tower at tho east of Fort Douaumont,
to the not thorn and eastern slopes of
tho I'aiisse.fotn rav.ne and to thn west
of tho Vaux iond. The linn was curved
slightly to thn right, following thn
shape of the ravlno Itself.

Tho brigade on tho left of thn Pas-
saga division wns commanded by Gen.
Ancelln, who wns killed nt thn opening
of thn action, "Tim enthusiasm of the
men is boundless." ho. wroto tlm pro-vio-

evening. His place was taken by
Col. 1 1 nt lu. ono of tho leaders in thn
victorious campaign In thn CamerooiiH.
His men had to cross crest
of Fleury. They crossed It without a
stop and reached their first objective,
sweeping asldn all resistance.

After thn breathing spell allotted to
them In tho general orders tho troops
resumed their ml vanco. Thn fog, which
had been of real liolp In enabling them
to reach tho railroad without being thn
targets for a barrage flrn of the tier-man- s,

began to lift und the soldiers
caught glimpses of Douauinont Foil
through tho hazn. The sight lusplied
them to it furious assault. Those
trnopH were, however, not to have thn
honor of Inking the fort Itself, Their
task was to selzo tlio battery cnt of
the tower, which was soon in the
luttuN of t French,

"It wns nn Inspiring Hpectacle.' say
tho usually dry official report of ono of

5

edge,

lives,
F.iussc-fot- whlln an interminable
gr.ty column of is wa's coming
up tho glacis from 'hanibltoux toward
Flcury. Kach soldier, moved by the
sight, looked at his neighbor, scarcely
bellfvlng his eyes, and when the cap
turo of Douaumont wns confirmed It
wns an unforgettable moment,"

The other battalions of chasseurs on
tho extreme right was not less brlll- -

lant, "Nothing," says ono of thu of- -
flclal repot ts, "could stop their prog
rers, thn demonstration of n powerful
nnd tenacious will. All theo men
whoso combined energy was directed
against tho enemy seemed to bo one
powerful organism which wns trying
out Its strength and becoming con-

scious of its value."
On tlie extreme right of the P.issagn

division, the th regiment. In touch
with tho hanlemello division, was or
dered to take the Vaux-Cliapltr- n wood,
west of the Fontaines ravine. Hern Is
tho story of this exploit told by the
commander of one of tho regiments
which took part In It:

"Intoxicated with the feeling of
In their own power Imparted

to them by thn Intensity of the artli- -

lory tiro of our batteries for several I

days to which tho enemy had made
only u feeble leply. thn men im-
patiently nwaited the decisive hour -

11:10, 'What '.easily weather,' mut
tered tlie soldiers gazing nt the thick
fog which hung low over thn ground
which tlmy were to conquer. They
could not sen beyond fifteen meters ill
front of them. It was only after tlie
battle that they unilel stood tlie utility
of that curtain of fog which masked
their departure and advance. The
frightened look on thn faces of our
prisoners told of thn shock thn unex-
pected appearance of our troops In the
German lines had lmen.

"As tlm Captain blew tlm whistle of
departure thn men bounded oer thn
trench parapets, pressing at llrst
closely uroiind their section chiefs,
then extending thetnsolvos in long
lines ns If at inauuMivres. They
grasped thn hands of their comrades
In n feverish embrace. Hardly had
they advanced twenty meters from our
trenches when they could sen through
tho fog the walng arms of Germans
bearing eloquent testimony to thn
striking moral victory of thn French
soldier over his adversary."

Tho regiment forced its way acioss
tho Hrazll ravine. It had to reach tho
end of the Fausse.foto ralne, at thn
point where tlie riivlun Joins tlie Vnux
pond, "Our objectlw was near," says
tho official note, "It was glorious.
Descending thn Faiisse-Col- o ravine,
our men saw away up on thn left their
coniruiles the lctors of Doimumont
tort Klnrtrlllid by tho sight, the)
could do nothing hut race forward
shouting, liuforc them, on Hill 330,

COORDINATION
Thrilling Story of How the Crowri-Prince'- s

Costly Work of Months
Was Nullified by One Stroke-W- ork

of Each Regiment an Epic
stood a tall negro waving a flag tied to
the end of his rlffe, while another,
standing on the crest behind, sounded
the charge with all the strength or
his lungs."

If theso were the impressions of the
soldlors charged with the task of cap-

turing tho positions to tho left and
right of Douaumont fort, what must
have been those of the men whose high
task It was to assault this position
which the Crown Prince had thought
Impregnable? All through tho tlmo of
preparation of tho Verdun offensive
the idea of Douaumont fort wns up-

permost in the minds of tho French
soldiers. It had becomo a legend, a
religion.

Tho conquest of the fort was re-

served for three battalions of the
colonial regiment of Morocco, cited
twice In tho orders of tho nrmy for
its Ane conduct In the battles of DIx-mu-

nnd Fleury. At the outset of the
attack the regiment met with nn un-

expected resistance. The Arst French
lino was pounded by German heavy
guns and Petaln' troops had to evacu-
ate the position. German troops under
cover of the fog succeeded In pene-
trating tho French lines. Ileforo

could bo undertaken these
troops had to bo driven out.

This part of their task accomplished,
Modnt'H battalion wns launched against
the fort. 1 Living reached Its first ob
jective It organized tho ground while
Croll's battalion passed In Its charge
and took up a position ahead. Its

were to onclrclo thn fnrt,
right and left. Tho third battalion,
Nlcnlny'M, had thn duty of charging
agalni't the fort Itself, to enter and
drive out the garrison, (.'roll's battalion
reached the fort. dpt. Dorey, leading
the flrat wave, not obeorvlng NlroIay'H
men, took the Initiative In goirg le-yo-

the fort and through it, instead
of going around. Intending to prollt by
the shock of the first assault on the
Germans und not permit them to re-

organize. Several fractions of 1'iencli
troops thus passed through the (supe-
rstructure of the ruined fort and con

sulted

Theso

wero

that

take

efforts

tinned their ndvanco beyond Then i tin Valley. bout
Nlcolay did work. tulle l liltil this lino wns a lino

For more than a month starting thn opening tho on

knew It had been selected for tallies ravine and extending to Vtt-th- is

men thought la of Uetween these
nothing tle. Tho battulton occupied
a unlquo position In the army of Ver-

dun because this choice, and officers
and It. Kach man knew that
much was expected him, but ho
realized that he was a cog In the great
wheel. There was only one will, the
desire to fulfil the troops,
the must part of from Dau- -

hour Savoy nnd wero
mud clung to thn ground

' bootf, gait not ing occupied It during month
, slackened. fog got thicker nnd September and the beginning of Octo-thlcke- r.

An error In prob- - her. When the offensive was
duo to the fact that the officer

holdlmr the compass had it close to his
brought the battalion almost

nrnllel to the Thlaiiniont-Doiiaumo- nt

rrr.st. Thorn tj fi ullflit ltn.,1 1 f, t in, i

ii iiri in ii'ii niiporiaiu'c,
was the only otin equipped

with the n"'erory weapons and
for the capture of the Thn
I fed and two German prisoner were I

seen advancing toward thn
pointing to Imuautnont nnd crying
"Kaput"' I

in nose cnionini irnops oi i ranee
Doimuinont seemed like u holy nm .u- -
ain hen the battalion at j

thn fort, when the nmn realized what
wan nlH.it to happen. sMzed with a

, ?:H,;,,rt- -

LfT 1mnm!Mcolay o this ex

cu'enlrT fr'of ills's','!

ward to take advantage of their pos.-- 1

tion. Not a shell was falling on their,
no infantry wns to stop'

their rush. Thn iinnim i.rr.ii... e
Intense, but shells were falling far
1'ohlnd, In tlm Vlgncs ravine.

"It was to ,1 o'clock: Horry's
detachment had thn fort with-
out striking a blow. It was In
southwest thn neither firing
nor being attacked.

"It was Impossible to ndopt method-
ically tho lighting formation
by thn commanders. Thn todies were
certainly on tho alert. It was neces-
sary to ottack them nt the earliest

moment, before they were able
to recover from tho llrst shock.

"Under tho low French
with tho tricolor m full view

circling thu foit, thn battalion
crossed the ditch In line of columns b
tedious, commanders at the head, nud
i Mi n swarmeii tun ramparts, lie.
yond tlie ramparts tho were look-
ing into thn yawning mouths of tin

wcrn at
tourt

"llefore been en
gicat

IiimiIs of columns stopped and
men Into each other's eyes. The

chief, hud lulled at the
bottom of thu ditch to see his

regained his at tho head
tho and. while paying hum-ag- o

to the and uuforgcttablo
scene gave tho r to at
tack the guns which were begin-
ning to play the advancing waves.''

Thn resistance Hie garrison the
fort did not last lung, The supetstruc-tur- o

ami thu exterior w,
stormed. Grenadiers their r..
through all thn pnssagts the wori,

tlie fort was in
sun wont

down.
I in thn following day Nlvrllo.

commanding thn army
to thu troops (Sen. Mangin

order of
"Officers, and soldiers of

thu Mangin itroup In a few
a nuiKiullcent assault you havo i..l. u
from oiir powerful enemy at a
blow the ground covered with
and fortresses northeast Vitduii
w!uii lutl taken him

o. cupy, llttlo by at (lie
efforts and considerable

l i lines.
"You havo ndded new and

those cover ban-iie- is

the Verdun, In the
iiamo tliat army, I thank

"Vou iiiente I of the

Sah'is l'.isi.'a div.-sloi-

thus curiiwl nut to tlm des ynni
cud of operations it -

In tho reenpturo of Dou&umotlft
Fort, Lardemcllc division, on tb
extreme tho attacking force,
had to be content with reaching lt
first objKtlva In front of Fort
It had carried tho Dnmloup battery,
the Snbllere nnd tho llttlo Depot, but
there were greater obstacles In the way

necessitated ft heavier artillery
preparation thnn had been undertaken.

obstacles wero swept aside,
however, llttlo by between Octo-
ber 24 November 1, when And
lauer's division look up positions)
won by l.anlemelle'n men. The latter

relieved and the task of as-
saulting Fort Vnux wns entrusted
the troops.

A German officer, captured on Octo- -
ber 24, was stupoJlcd for a nwmeni
when he learned tho French had
captured Dounumont. Ho recovered
ills equanimity, howevor, and re-

marked:
"Von havo taken Douaumont, but

will
llcslced by on Marc

D In thn first drive tho Crown Prince,
Fort Vaux had held out until June 7.

it resisted all of tho German
for threo months, and even when the
besiegers wero In Immense strength
on three of the Command-
ant ltaynnl his herolo gnrrlaoa
held out for x morn days. Judging

It. of Gayrtto half a
men their second

Nlcolay's from of
tho

mission. Tho of go D.imloup.

of
men felt

of

task entrusted to of seasoned formed tor
battalion. th- - men the

At the set Nlcolay's troops phlne, Ilugey, who re

marching. The naintod with the through haY- -
soldi? but their was tho of

The
direction grr.it

ably

revolver--

wns
lutta'lon

tools
fort. fog

Fiviu-b- .

arrived

Pi lhry
mim

line, them

the

closo
entered

position
of towers,

arranged

possible

aero-
plane

over

over
men

tlie

battalion
men

position

him, ordf

on
of

tho tho

Veulun,

day:

of

eight

nt

glories tho
army

you.
well

tho

borUn

the

fresh

you never
the Germans

sides

lues

by tho effort put forth by tho Ger-
mans to capture this position ed

for them nn objective of the
first Importance In tlm ndvanco ngatnst
Verdun. It dominates tho Woenrre
Forest and enabled tho Germans, one
thoy wero In possesion of tho fort, t
ulllizii tho Kutnln and Horgne
ravines to mask tho movements of
troops. Its guns covered Tavanni
and Mnuvltlu forts.

While tho buildings nnd works actu-
ally comprising thn Vaux fort were al-

most In ruins from the French
the Germans had organised

a ttememlonsly strong lino of defence
In advnnro the position. In the first
llti" wan u trench extending from th
Nok de Souvlllc to tho southern slopes

was a third series or
treuchis, forndng points of support.
Moreover, every shell hole nnd crater
was organized Into n field work. The
main trenches wero by
"Ixiyaux."

The Iirdomello division wns com- -

launched on October 24 these troops
displa.reii tho samo urdor and will
their lotnradcs of tho division their
left.

They encountered n much more stub-
born i e, however. Kvery spot
of gro.iii'l they won b"i,nuo Immedi-
ately the objoitlvn of a serious counter
attai I.

"Led by a patrol." says an official
leport, "thn sctlon advanced on tho
r.glit and In spltn n galling flro
i fuelled a point a short distance from
,i, i.,- - ,i!,m.,, n. m-- r, !
,1V 1(.lr riimmamu.r, threw themselves
b0illly HSJ,!t tlu, ,,.,! am,
Krcnnil,..s at tlle oivup.ints. A wounded
, , ri,mU.ml, and. pointing to six
men who were on their feet, said:
'I.leut.nant, thtro my company; the

.rm rL. , T , , d d

' h. resistance

1

",rt .
WM ,,akt''1 ," 15h" 2S'". 0t,,l0,K'r

Mr".aK;" WlM kP1,t, "'
tho second lino and in th

ill,ll!"n ',lR KUn l'r" lwund,n d1'
redly at tho tulns of tho fort Itself,
French grenadiers got oloso enough to
thn position to hurl grenades over it,
but tho French high command realised
that Infantry assault would hv

a useless wasto of men.
Niveiln and Gen, Mangin ilidcd to tnko up ngnln and complete

thn nrllllcry prnKiratlon In order to
w.n bark tlie fort ot thn smallest pos-
sible cost In live.. The lino was with-
drawn n south tho fort.

l!ad weather and thn of ob-
servation work prolonged this period
of prep.irilli.il To nrikn success

i he 'i had to selzn and hold
the ciett of I 'mm wood, a series of
preiimlmtrv opi rat.nns, cirriod out by

iiil!uuer's divMon, placed tho
In full ik.s.,.ssioii ti'i Fumin
wood. This division was supported

n.aiidant i: i not and a handful of men
had he'd out until thirst conquered
their power of insist in e. Nlvello was
holding h s men in ro-er- when on
tin- - morning of November 2 his avia-
tors tcportcd thtt the Germans woro
evacuating the place Ho gave the or-d- ir

that the fort was to bo taken that
niz-n-

In the even'i.i' .i company of the
1 Mb Itegimiiit, mi ler ('apt Fonucho,
mrioiini'ed the furl, while a company
of the mi l. r tlm orders Lieut.
Dlot, was instructed to enter tho place.
Dmt, who had under ids orders also
a i oiiipany ciigltii ers, sought long in
vain for snnn. method of g'lliung accesq
to tlm interli r. The lascmates were
hot mutually si did.

Finally In the S 'Uthwcslern extrem-
ity Hi., fort he i nanow open-
ing sen lug lor a mitrailleuse Pou-Wi- n.

n sapper, w is thin i nough to get
in. took off all his r iii'i'tuent and
I'n'lla.n was aWe to pub him through
the opening. cr Sab-- , lout. t.n.-v- followed.

time cpoied "in Interior of
im- - ii is ii,iii min a, ner- -
inain i. .i iciiieil tiiii ing lie previous,
tl !!. Tims, ou tlu i el t n : Of All
Souls' Ki.s, the Fiench in iipturcd Fort
V.illv.

the coiiim. the ro'loW'.llg days
Nhelli's troops ncainid possession of
thn plateau mid ruwims surroiindlns?
M.e foi t. and ' .i ein'mr ii tho French
line wis i cestui.'.. hcl , , uoen
.1 t'm lf e..,t,.i, ; f ,,. , l,pforn

t! crr.it d"vn ,i'. i ksd
rt Foit au.

casemates thn ground floor of tl ion tlie left by thn .ti.ihn.so division,
fort and gazing tlm Interim j relieved that of Gm. Passnga,

torn to plects by our shells. Kwn wh. n the art !'. ry nnd other
this chaos which bad preparations li.nl b. c. mpleted thoa fort, a symbol of will andlrtendi iiini.iudcrs temn-ul.Crn- i that

mi nihiii loanciionsiy lecovereu, precisely similar rnnd't nns Com- -
tlm
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